
CONGREGATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND INVOLVEMENT

Name of congregation: Avenida Sacramento Iglesia de Cristo
Address: Avenida Sacramento 650, c/ Espaňa - Asunción, Paraguay
Year established: September 2004
Present number of members: 41 Family Units (76 Baptized)

Average Bible classes attendance:  
• Sunday – 42
• Midweek – 27  /  Other - 6

Worship attendance:
• Sunday –  70 (7th); 70 (14th); 57 (17th); 69 (28th)

Recent Bible classes:
• We are currently studying Revelation. I taught 

chapter 4 and I am teaching chapters 12-14.
• I also taught two classes at Margaret Street 

church of Christ, via Skype.

Recent Preaching Opportunities:
• I preached at Sacramento Ave. the last Sunday 

of August on “Jesus Knows” from Revelation 11.

Recent congregational developments:
• “Men's Mini-Retreat” What a great and historical day we had together recently making decisions and 

plans for the congregation! We had 17 men in attendance to discuss new ideas and to review where 
we were in reaching our goals. In the process, some of the decisions that were made by the men were: 
(1) we are going to study the  “Searching for Truth” material with the whole congregation to help us 
develop a more evangelistic mindset, (2) the men committed to a five week study using a book called 
“The Leadership of Jesus,” (3) we are going to host a workshop to teach all our men how to perform 
the different tasks of the worship service, (4) we are going to begin having an evening worship service 
in addition to our morning service, (5) we are going to begin working toward the possibility of planting a 
new congregation in Ñemby! Brethren, this is a sign of a maturing congregation. How exciting is that?!

Recent conversions/identifications/restorations: 
• William Arzamendia – was baptized about 4 years ago, then 

left  about  a  year  afterward  to  go  work  in  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina. He has recently returned to Paraguay and wants to 
again worhip with this congregation. He is great worker in the 
kingdom and we are thrilled to have William back!

• Maria  Teresa  Vaesken –  came  to  us  through  our  team 
secretary, Mirta Vera. Maria was baptized a few years ago and 
now wants to be a part  of  Sacramento Avenue congregation. 
We are excited to welcome our new sister!
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New members, William and Maria Teresa

Som e of the m en from  the congregation m aking decisions at our 
recent “Men's Mini-Retreat” 



Contacts made and resulting studies:
• We have begun our “Learn English Using the Bible” 

campaign and now have 17 new contacts! Please 
pray that these may become convicted through their 
reading of God's word and decide to obey the 
Gospel call!

Visitation:
• During our campaign with Margaret Street, we 

visited almost every member in their homes. Out of 
the 41 family units that we have, 30 were visited, 
included in Bible study, or were active in one of our 
campaign events!

Evangelistic efforts:
• Margaret Street comes to Sacramento Avenue in 

Asuncion, Paraguay! Mike Atchley, Zee Christopher, 
Jack Locklin, and Ed and Suzie Temple all traveled 
to Paraguay during July 28-August 8 to participate 
in a mission campaign. The main purpose of the trip 
was: (1) to teach our members how to conduct 
home Bible studies, (2) demonstrate new teaching 
methods to our children's class teachers, (3) to 
distribute flyers in various neighborhoods to 
promote the church, and (4) encourage our possible 
elder candidates. We also made a hospital visit, 
visited an orphanage, and did a little sight-seeing. It 
was wonderful to have them visit Paraguay and the 
members were highly encouraged by all of their 
efforts and enthusiasm! “Thank you!” to everyone 
who made the mission campaign possible!

• You can watch a brief video summary of the mission 
campaign at: http://youtu.be/sqKeVY5Nztw

Steps toward mission goals:
• Diego Vera is studying with me to learn how to preach! 

He decided he wanted to know how to study the Bible 
more profoundly on his own and how to prepare 
sermons, so we're studying basic homiletics. Oh, and 
did I mention he's only about 20 years old? Praise God 
for young people who have hearts like his!

• Also, if you haven't already read “Recent Congregational 
Developments” on page 1 … please read it because 
some giant steps were made toward our mission goals!

Meetings/Efforts with fellow missionaries:
• Team Banquet time! Every year about this time, the 

team has a tradition of getting dressed up and having a 
nice dinner together at some “fancy” restaurant. This 
time, we went to Piegari and enjoyed a great evening of 
fellowship and food together.

Upcoming events and future plans:
• Hopefully, we will begin construction soon for our remodeling plans of the meeting facility.

Our Margaret Street brethren visiting our sisters Blanca 
and Margarita Acosta at their home.

Our mission campaign group from Margaret Street church 
of Christ in Milton, FL visiting us in Paraguay!

A home Bible study with Jackson and Franci Arzamendia using 
“Buscand la Verdad”

http://youtu.be/sqKeVY5Nztw


PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AND INVOLVEMENT

Personal HIGHLIGHT(s) of the Month: Mission Campaign! We always love to have visitors come down to 
Paraguay and this time we had visitors from our sponsoring congregation! How exciting it was for us to get to 
share, first hand, many of the unique experiences and sights of Asuncion with our fellow brethren. We took 
them to some of the local restaurants to try some of the traditional national foods, we went to “Mercado Cuatro” 
(which is always an adventure), and we visited some historical sights downtown. Of course, driving in the local 
trafic is usually a “thrill” for our vistors, but the highlight was definitely getting to talk with the the contacts that 
we made while passing out flyers.

Personal study:
• I have continued to be involved in a comprehensive 

study of Revelation. I am thoroughly enjoying this time 
and I am continuing to grow in my understanding of 
God's word.

• I am developing a basic “Homiletics” course for our 
members who want to preach. It will include basic 
hermeneutic principles, how to utilize Bible study 
resources, and methods of sermon preparation.

Family activities:
• Andrea and I have been enjoying a little more time 

together. We recently went to see a ballet based on the 
famous novel “Don Quiote.” It was performed at the old 
national theater and it was a great experience.

• We also went to see an orchestra playing at 
Paraguay's National Cathedral. One of our sisters, 
Natalia Mendoza, is part of the orchestra.

Culture and language study:
• Culture – we have recently experienced a more sad side 

of Paraguayan culture. There is a growing problem of 
homeless street kids. What is worse, many are addicted 
to drugs. It is very comon to see them sniffing glue. 
Several of them have recently taken up residence under 
our carport at the church building to sleep at night, or in 
order to escape from the rain. Our hearts hurt for them 
and we try to help them with what we can.

Plans for the near future:
• Our Team Retreat is coming up soon! We are hoping to 

take a trip to the Southern part of Paraguay to see the old 
Jesuit ruins.

• Josh and I will be attending a Men's Mission Conference 
in Sau Paulo, Brazil in early October.

Notes:
• We got a “new” car ... finally! After being without a vehicle 

for more than 6 months, we finally purchased another car. 
It feels good to be independently mobile again and more 
capable of getting to Bible studies around the city.

• We still need help to pay for it, so we again ask if you 
would consider helping us with the cost. We rely on 
support from our brethren in the USA in order to do our 
work here. We're humbly asking for your help.

One of the homeless street kids who are regularly 
sleeping under our carport.

Our “new” car! 

Enjoying a nice meal during our annual team banquet.



PARAGUAY MISSION
Asuncion, Paraguay – South America

Troy and Andrea Spradlin
Casilla de Correo 13092 

Shopping del Sol
Asuncion, Paraguay
(595) 0981-630-886

We seek to "equip the saints for the work of service to the 
building up of the body of Christ." (Ephesians 4:12) 

Our Mission Team Goals for 2011:

Evangelism: We plan to make evangelistic efforts as a team through personal Bible studies from contacts 
generated by public advertising, targeting specific neighborhoods, hosting special events such as “Teaching 
English Using the Bible” campaigns, and Special Interest Seminars. We also want to encourage and develop a 
more evangelistic spirit within the congregation utilizing Friends and Family Days, VBS, Prayer Vigils, 
Anniversary Service, and Personal Evangelism Training.  

Elders (Formal Leadership training). We plan to “mentor” our elder 
candidates through personal one-on-one meetings with elders visiting 
from the USA, and through Skype calls. We also plan to study with 
them on a regular basis, as well as, mentor other promising brothers 
for leadership positions such as deacons, or evangelists. We hope to 
develop deeper relationships between the missionaries and the 
church leaders through regular meals and social gatherings. We will 
also be developing a Leadership Manual for Elders in Spanish.

Edifice (Building Construction): We hope to complete all legal 
paperwork for construction and secure a loan for the Sacramento 
congregation. The Paraguayan brothers will have the responsibility of 
repaying the loan over the next 10 years. We will also assist them in 
developing detailed plans and construction phases. We also pray to 
begin construction on phase 1 this year. 

Visit us at our websites:

PARAGUAYMISSION.COM

thespradlins.blogspot.com

OUR SUPPORTERS

Margaret Street church of Christ (Sponsoring Congregation)
6745 Margaret Street     Milton, FL  32570

Central Avenue church of Christ – Valdosta, GA
Dripping Springs church of Christ – Dripping Springs, TX

Palm Beach Lakes church of Christ – West Palm Beach, FL
Poolville church of Christ – Poolville, TX

Clay Bond Family     Chet Brown Family      Virginia Guess Family       Randall Hunter Family


