
CONGREGATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND INVOLVEMENT

Name of congregation: Avenida Sacramento Iglesia de Cristo
Address: Avenida Sacramento 650, c/ Espaňa - Asunción, Paraguay
Year established: September 2004
Present number of members: 41 Family Units (78 Baptized)

Average Bible classes attendance:  
• Sunday – 48
• Midweek – 29 /  Other - 6

Worship attendance:
• Sunday am –  62 (4th); 46 (11th); 53 (18th); 70 (25th)
• Sunday pm –  44 (4th); 32 (11th); 25 (18th); 20 (25th)

Recent Bible classes:
• We are studying Revelation. I taught chapters 12-14.

Recent Preaching Opportunities / Topics:
• I recently preached on the subject of “The Old Law 

has been Nailed to the Cross,” from Colossians 2:14.

Recent congregational developments:
• Brethren, we are excited about the development we are seeing within the congregation. Look what the 

Paraguayan church has done during the month of September! They have been very active in all areas 
of the work of the church such as:

o EVANGELISM:   The  men  recently  decided  to  offer  a  second  time  of  worship  on  Sunday 
afternoons. This was to accommodate some of our families who have difficulty coming in the 
mornings and to provide an opportunity to invite visitors. They began offering the service on our 
annual “Friends and Family Day” and we have had several visitors coming for the entire month!

o BENEVOLENCE  : A church in the USA donated some money to the mission team to be used for 
helping one of the local orphanages. The congregation decided to get involved and go help 
them with a needed project. The Limpio Orphanage needed a pigpen built for their farm area, 
so several members spent a day helping them construct it.

o EDIFICATION:   In order  to  improve our worship to God,  the 
men decided to have a “Worship Workshop” to learn how to 
better lead the various acts of worship. It was very succesful 
and we had 13 in attendance.

Recent conversions/identifications/restorations: 
• Christian Alfonso –  was restored! He is  the son of  our long-time 

member, Rosalba Alfonso. Last year, he was withdrawn from by the 
congregation. He recently came forward to repent and be restored. 
We rejoice and praise God that one of His sheep has come home!
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Christian Alfonso

The new building plans were presented before the congregation, 
as well as, plans to begin offering an afternoon worship tim e.



Contacts / Bible studies:
• Our new English students: Pedro Escobar, Jose Sanchez, Sara, 

and Mabel. Sara has already indicated that she wants to 
continuie studying the Bible and wants Andrea's help in 
purchasing a Bible in English. Andrea's student, Mabel, came to 
visit us during one of our Sunday evening worship times!

• Susanna Schroeder – we introduced the “Buscando la Verdad” 
study material to her.

• We are conducting regular weekly Bible studies with: the 
Vicente Martinez family, Delci and Nati Enciso, and Maria 
Teresa Vaesken.

Visitation:
• During this month we invited the following families to our home for 

dinner and fellowship:
◦ Vicente Martinez family; Gustavo Aguera family; Perry and Alba 

Hardin; Ike Yegros family, and Maria Teresa Vaesken
• We also went to visit the Jorge Vera and Rene Vasquez families.
• Andrea attended a “Ladies Tea” at Franci Arzamendia's house 

where they had three new visitors.

Evangelistic efforts:
• Juan Gamorra – he is a good friend of Vicente Martinez who lives 

about an hour from Asuncion. Vicente is concerned about his 
friend's soul and wanted me to go with him to conduct a Bible study. 
We had a good study and we gave him a copy of the “Buscando la 
Verdad” book. We're now praying he will come to know the truth 
and will want to study more in the near future.

• Pablo Roschol – he has returned to study and worship with us! 
Keep him in your prayers as he is diligently trying to understand the 
truth of God's word.

Steps toward mission goals:
• Diego Vera is studying with me to learn how to preach! He decided he wanted to know how to study the 

Bible more profoundly on his own and how to prepare sermons, so he asked me to help him. We are 
now studying basic homiletics. He loves it, and oh, did I mention he's only about 20 years old? Praise 
God for young people who have hearts like his!

Meetings/Efforts with fellow missionaries:
• Tennessee vs Florida football game. Most of you 

may already know that Andrea is a huge Gator fan. 
But, perhaps you didn't know that Perry Hardin is a 
Tennessee Vols fan. So, we got together to watch 
the game and we even introduced the American 
pastime to one of our Paraguayan brethren. It was 
a lot of fun …. mainly because the Gators won! 

Upcoming events and future plans:
• Our Team Retreat is coming up soon! We are 

hoping to take a trip to the Southern part of 
Paraguay to see Encarnacion and the old Jesuit 
Mission ruins.

• Josh and I will be attending a Missionary Men's 
Conference in Sau Paulo, Brazil in early October.

Some of the members helping a local orphanage build a pigpen 
for their farm area. It was a great way to help the church learn 

how to practice benevolence!

Juan Gamorra, amigo of Vicente Martinez

Diego Vera (on the shoulders of William 
Arzamendia) playing the part of “Goliath.” 

The youth performed some of these scenes for 
a local orphanage.



PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AND INVOLVEMENT

Personal HIGHLIGHT(s) of the Month: Visits, Bible studies, and Fellowship among many other activities. This 
has been a great month for us as we have been busy doing “church work.” We finally feel comfortable in our 
surroundings, and as if we are truly connected to the members. We feel like we are serving in a useful capacity 
and making a difference with our efforts. For all of this, we are very thankful to the Lord!

Personal study:
• I have been drawing and writing various charts in 

Spanish such as, “Chronology of the Bible,” 
“Covenants and Dispensations,” and “Worship.”

• I recently read “The Book of Revelation: An 
Introduction and Commentary” by Homer Hailey.

• I helped develop and teach a “Worship Workshop” 
to develop and train our Paraguayan brethren 
how to lead and perform the acts of worship. 

Family activities:
• Andrea and I went to watch the Asuncion 

Symphonic Orchestra. They presented a special 
performance of the music of “The Beatles.”

• We also spent one afternoon enjoying and strolling through 
the Asuncion Botanical Garden and Natural History Museum.

Culture and language study:
• Homeless street kids – this continues to be a real challenge 

and has turned out to be somewhat dangerous. The kids are 
often high from sniffing glue and when they come by the 
building they can get rather aggressive. One afternoon they 
tried to get into Cara Blackmer's car, tried to push their way 
past our secretary, Mirta, to get in the door, and they dented 
one of the cars in the parking lot. All of this has prompted us 
to hire a security guard to control the situation. We want to 
help them, but without risk of injury. We cannot be too 
aggressive with them or they will retaliate violently. So, we 
just try to “manage” the situation with kindness and firmness. 
One day, William, the guard, had them clean up around the 
building and then he rewarded them with a healthy lunch.

• I recently had the opportunity to teach English in one of the 
local Christian schools. A friend of mine was returning to the 
States for furlough and needed a substitute, so I taught 7th 

through 11th grade English and I had a great time!

Government / Etc
• Andrea got her official Paraguayan resident driver's license! 

Plans for the near future:
• To celebreate our anniversary with some family vacation time. 

We are beginning to plan a South American vacation and hope 
to take it around the middle of November.

Notes:
• Andrea baked a gorgeous cake for a baby shower for, Chiara 

Vasquez. As you can imagine, it was a huge hit!

Andrea has made quite an impression on the 
Paraguayans with her cooking, and her cakes just 

leave them speechless!

Some of our local homeless street kids eating a 
meal with our security guard, William.

Teaching at our recent “Worship Workshop”



PARAGUAY MISSION
Asuncion, Paraguay – South America

Troy and Andrea Spradlin
Casilla de Correo 13092 

Shopping del Sol
Asuncion, Paraguay
(595) 0981-630-886

We seek to "equip the saints for the work of service to the 
building up of the body of Christ." (Ephesians 4:12) 

Our Mission Team Goals for 2011:

Evangelism: We plan to make evangelistic efforts as a team through personal Bible studies from contacts 
generated by public advertising, targeting specific neighborhoods, hosting special events such as “Teaching 
English Using the Bible” campaigns, and Special Interest Seminars. We also want to encourage and develop a 
more evangelistic spirit within the congregation utilizing Friends and Family Days, VBS, Prayer Vigils, 
Anniversary Service, and Personal Evangelism Training.  

Elders (Formal Leadership training). We plan to “mentor” our elder 
candidates through personal one-on-one meetings with elders visiting 
from the USA, and through Skype calls. We also plan to study with 
them on a regular basis, as well as, mentor other promising brothers 
for leadership positions such as deacons, or evangelists. We hope to 
develop deeper relationships between the missionaries and the 
church leaders through regular meals and social gatherings. We will 
also be developing a Leadership Manual for Elders in Spanish.

Edifice (Building Construction): We hope to complete all legal 
paperwork for construction and secure a loan for the Sacramento 
congregation. The Paraguayan brothers will have the responsibility of 
repaying the loan over the next 10 years. We will also assist them in 
developing detailed plans and construction phases. We also pray to 
begin construction on phase 1 this year. 

Visit us at our websites:

PARAGUAYMISSION.COM

thespradlins.blogspot.com

OUR SUPPORTERS

Margaret Street church of Christ (Sponsoring Congregation)
6745 Margaret Street     Milton, FL  32570

Central Avenue church of Christ – Valdosta, GA
Dripping Springs church of Christ – Dripping Springs, TX

Palm Beach Lakes church of Christ – West Palm Beach, FL
Poolville church of Christ – Poolville, TX

Clay Bond Family     Chet Brown Family      Virginia Guess Family       Randall Hunter Family


